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XX.—Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letter addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis : — 

Hendaye, le 22 Janvier, 1885. 

Messteurs,—Je prends la liberté de vous envoyer quelques 
notes ornithologiques en vous priant de vouloir bien les faire 
insérer dans le prochain numéro de I’ Ibis. 

Les narines extérieures des Cormorans sont fort difficiles à 
découvrir, et ne consistent qu'en des simples fentes situées à 
l'extrémité d’une rainure, qui s’étend le long du bec. Cuvier 
les avait refusées aux Fous (Sula), et Brandt ne leur donnait 
(autre issue que de petits trous pereés dans la peau à la 
base du bec. Monsieur J. C. Ewart (Journ. Proc. Linn. Soc. 
xv. p. 455, 1881) dit que ces narines sont presque oblitérées ; 
cet auteur paraît admettre qu’elles ne servent pas à l’intro- 
duction de Pair dans les poumons lorsque le bec est fermé. 

L'expérience suivante, que j'ai répétée plusieurs tols, 
semblerait confirmer ce fait. Après avoir fermé le bec d’un 
de ces oiseaux avec soin et avoir bouché avec du mastic les 
bords de la mandibule supérieure et de l’inféricure, j’ai plongé 
dans l’eau toute la tête de l'oiseau; puis jai fait à Paide d’un 
soufflet pénétrer avec force Pair par l’extrémité inférieure de 
la trachée. Ce fluide finissait toujours par se frayer un passage 
au travers du mastic, qu’il soulevait dans certains endroits, 
mais jamais je ne Fai pu voir sortir par les narines. J'ai fait 
la même expérience sur un oiseau de cette même famille mais 
vivant, et j’ai toujours obtenu le même résultat. J’en ai 
donc conelu que les narines des Cormorans ne sont pas en 
communication avec la trachée. Cependant tous les doutes 
à cet égard pourraient être levés par de nouvelles expériences 
dirigées par les anatomistes. 

Mr. Ewart ajoute que cette structure des narines explique 
la facon avec laquelle les Cormorans, aprés un vol prolongé, 
tiennent leur bec ouvert, comme pour recevoir Vair qui leur 
est nécessaire, et en faire provision. Je demanderais encore 
_si la disposition des cellules aériennes souscutanées chez les 
Fous, et dont les Cormorans offrent aussi des traces, n’a pas 
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pour but de former comme des reservoirs d’air destinés à 
diminuer la fréquence des inspirations lorsque l’oiseau plonge 
ou lorsqu'il vole. 

On tronve assez communément sur la plage d’Hendaye 
une Corneille qui diffère autant du Corvus corone que beau- 
coup d’autres oiseaux diffèrent de leur similaires dont ils ont 
été distingués spécifiquement. Cette Corneille offre une 
taille plus petite, ce qui se remarque au premier coup d'œil. 
Les poils des narines ne s'avancent jusqu’à la moitié du bee, 
tandis qu’ils sont plus courts chez le C. corone. 

La faune ornithologique des Basses-Pyrénées peut encore 
s’enricher du Larus affinis, Reinhardt, dont trois exemplaires 
ont été recueillis à Hendaye. Le Larus leucopheus était très 
commun l’année dernière, mais il ne paraît pas l'être présente 
vers la fin de 1884 ni au commencement de 1885. 

Recevez, Messieurs, l’assurance de ma parfaite considération. 

Lion OLrnr-Garciarp. 


Gift of the Salvin-Godinan Collection to the British Mu- 
seunt.—As has been recorded in the ‘Times’ of March 6th, 
Messrs. Salvin and Godman have given to the nation their 
unrivalled colleetion of American birds, containing upwards 
of 20,000 specimens. These will be transferred from their 
present situation in Chandos Street to the Museum of 
Natural History at South Kensington in groups, as the 
various families treated of in the ‘ Biologia Centrali-Ame- 
ricana’ are finished. There is, we believe, a stipulation in 
the terms of gift that any specimen required by the donors 
may be removed on loan from the Museum during the life- 
times of the donors or the survivor of them. 


The Hume Collection of Indian Bivds.—Another very im- 
portant addition which the National Museum of Natural 
History is likely to receive shortly is Mr. A. O. Hume’s col- 
lection of Indian birds, consisting, it is said, of an enormous 
series of some 60,000 specimens. As many of our readers 
are already aware, negotiations have been for some time in 
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progress for the transfer of this collection to the British 
Museum. That the terms of transfer have been now finally 
arranged, we may assume from the fact that in the Civil- 
Service Estimates of the coming financial year an extra sum 
of £300 is among the votes (p. 374) for “ packing and trans- 
mitting from Simla to England a part of Mr. Hume’s col- 
leetion of Indian Birds presented by him to the Trustees.” 


Ridgway Ornithological Club, Chicago.—Ata meeting held 
on the 8th of January last the papers read were :—“ Notes on 
the Humming-Birds of California,” by Mr. B. T. Gault, and 
‘ Notes on some Australian Birds,” by Prof. R. Ridgway. At 
the meeting held on March 5th, Mr. Jos. L. Haneock read 
a paper on the Birds of Corpus Christi, Texas, in whieh the 
occurrences of 94 species observed there in the months of 
March and April, 1884, were recorded. 


News from the Caucasus.—Dr. Radde was intending to 
leave Tiflisin February last on a scientific expedition into the 
new Trans-Caspian provinees of Russia, and was expecting 
also to have an opportunity of exploring the adjoining moun- 
tains of Northern Chorassan. Dr. Radde informs us of the 
occurrence of Halcyon smyrnensis at Talysch, on the S.W. 
shore of the Caspian, in June last. This species is new to 
the Russian avifauna. 


Black Redstart in Somersetshire.—On Jan. 14th, walking 
along the shore from Weston-super-Mare, near the mouth of 
the Axe, I saw five Black Redstarts (Ruticilla tithys). The 
first four were immature birds, the last was an apparently 
adult male in full plumage. They were picking about on 
the heaps of dead seaweed and other refuse thrown up by 
the tide, and flitted from heap to heap as I approached, 
sometimes alighting on the neighbouring stone wall. On 
the 25th of the same month I revisited the spot, but could 
not find them again; nearer Weston, however, I observed a 
single specimen, close to the further end of the new Parade. 

P. L. SCLATER. 
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Onituary. Dr. Rüppell, Prof. Severtzoff, Mr. E. W. White, 
and Mr. E. C. Rye.—The veteran naturalist Dr. E. RüPPELL, 
whose name is well known to all students of the Ethiopian 
fauna, died at Frankfort on December 10th, 1884, aged 90 
years. In our next number we hope to be able to give 
some details of his career and work from the pen of one 
who is preeminently acquainted with them. 


Nikozar ALexsyewicu SEVERTZOFF was born in 1827 and 
educated at the University of Moscow. At the age of 
eighteen he became aequainted with the well-known explorer 
G. S. Karelin, and from that time, according to his own 
account, the scientific investigation of Central Asia became 
the object of his life. In 1857 the opportunity of realizing 
his dream was afforded him by a mission from the Academy 
of Sciences to proceed to the Syr-Darya “to investigate the 
continental climate, and explain the geographieal distribution 
of animals by physical conditions of terrestrial surface.” On 
this expedition, in which he was taken prisoner by the Turko- 
mans, receiving many sabre-wounds, the hideous cieatrices 
of which those who knew him will well remember, he aequired 
an intimate knowledge of the Ural Steppes and the Aralo- 
Caspian basin. While oceupied in the working-out of the 
rich materials thus obtained, and when on the point of aceept- 
ing a professorship, the chance came, and was immediately 
grasped, of visiting Tashkend in connection with General 
Tchernaief’s campaign of 1864. The result was seen in the 
important work published in Moscow in 1873, the title of 
which may be rendered as “The Vertical and Horizontal 
Distribution of Animals in Turkestan,” of which an abbrevi- 
ated translation, edited by Mr. H. E. Dresser, appeared in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1875-76. Severtzoff also contributed some 
notes on Central Asiatic birds to ‘The Ibis’? and to ‘ Stray 
Feathers’ for 1875, as well as to the ‘Journal fiir Ornithologie.’ 
In 1880 he commenced a valuable treatise on the lines of bird- 
migration in Centra] Asia, particularly in the Pamir distriet, 
giving the results of his experiences on the Russian scientific 
expeditions from 1877-79, and embodying the ohservatious 
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of our Indian and other naturalists in Central Asia. <A 
translation of his remarks où the birds of the Pamir region, 
with notes by Mr. Seebohm, was published in ‘The [bis ? for 
1883. On his estate at Petrovskoe, in the Government of 
Voroneje, Severtzoff had been engaged for the last four 
years in arranging and elaborating his materials, when the 
catastrophe came which ended his life. On the evening of 
the 8th of February, when driving in a carriage along with a 
friend on a beaten traek on the frozen river Ikorts, a-tribu- 
tary of the Don, the earriage was suddenly plunged into the 
water owing to an unperecived rotten plaee in the iee, but all 
managed to extricate themselves. His friend urged him to 
make for the nearest house; but Severtzoff delayed, exelaim- 
ing “ Where’s my portfolio?” walked a few steps, and fell 
down in a fit; the driver was frozen to death a few minutes 
later. With that sublime British ignoranee of the climate 
of South Russia whieh sent many of our soldiers to the 
Crimea with an equipment suitable for the tropies, a 
leading journal has stated that Severtzoff was “ drowned 
while bathing in the Don.” 


With regret we reeord the premature death, at Philadelphia, 
U.S.A., on the 29th November last, of Mr. Ernest WILLIAM 
Wire, F.Z.8., for some time resident in Buenos Ayres. 
Mr. White was well known to many of us as an energetie 
traveller in the Argentine Republie and as a colleetor of its 
Birds; he was also author of a work on that country, 
entitled ‘Cameos from the Silverland,’ and of several papers 
in the ‘ Proecedings ? of the Zoologieal Society of London. 


The late Mr. E. C. Rye, who sueeumbed to an attaek of 
small-pox on the 7th of February, was not nominally an 
ornithologist ; but his attaimments as a praetieal naturalist 
demand a few words of recoguition even in a Journal, like the 
present, devoted to a special subjeet. Although prineipally an 
entomologist, it would have been impossible for any one to 
have edited the ‘Zoological Reeord’ during eleven years as 
he did, with singular ability, without having a considerable 
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grasp of other branches of science; but how minute that 
knowledge was, ean only be known to those who, like the 
writer, were brought iuto frequeut discussion with him in 
connection with the above work. The Recorder of Ares 
during five consecutive years cannot let this opportunity 
pass of testifying to Mr. Rye’s remarkable acquaintance with 
ornithological literature. His heart was thoroughly in his 
work, and whenever, in the extensive course of reading neces- 
sary for the preparation of the notices of uew books for the 
‘ Proceedings’ of the Royal Geographical Society, he came 
upon a work containing any references to Zoology, there was 
sure to be a word of indication of which the Recorder might 
avail himself if he chose. Few men have been more deserv- 
edly regretted and will be more difficult to replace. 


Mr. J. A. Allen.—We are pleased to be able to announce 
that Mr. J. A. Allen, of Cambridge, Mass., has been ap- 
pointed Curator of Mammals and Birds in the American 
Museum of Natural History, Central Park, New York, and 
will enter upon lis new duties on the Ist May. We cannot 
doubt that under Mr. Allen’s care the bird-collection of this 
important museum will attain fresh development. 


New Edition of Buller’s ‘ Birds of New Zealand? —Dr. 
Buller is preparing for the press a new and enlarged edition 
of his ‘History of the Birds of New Zealand,’ and will 
proceed to England shortly, in order to give the work his 
personal superintendence. The Plates will be drawn by 
Mr. Keulemans. The price (to Subscribers) will be ten 
guineas. Subscribers’ names should be sent to the author, 
Wellington, New Zealand.” 


